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stones, and hewed stones, to lay the ,fourth year of Solomon’s reign over
Israel, in the month Zif, which 1s
the sccond month, that he tbegan to ! Heb.
build the house of the Lorb.

foundation of the house.
18 And Solomon’s builders and
Hiram’s builders did hew them, and

10, G- 'stone- .
Von Cib-the 'stone-squarers: so they prepared

Ezek. 27. timber and stones to build the house.
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2 And the house which king So-
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built
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CHAPTER VL

The building of Solomorn’s temple. 5 The
chambers thereof. 11 God's promise unto it
15 7he ciciing and adorning of it. 23 The
cherubims. 31 The doors. 36 The court,
37 Zhe time of building it.
ND @it came to pass [in the four
hundred and eightieth year
after the children of Israel were come
out of the land of Egypt], in the

-

lomon built for the Lorp, the length
thereof was threescore cubits, and
the breadth thereof twenty cubits,
and the height thereof thirty cubits.

3 And the porch before the temple .

of the house, twenty cubits was the

length

house.

thereof, according to the ‘o
breadth of the house; and ten cubits smimgows
was the breadth thereof before the %77

and imrl«]
720w with-

4 And for the house he made out: or,
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windows of narrow lights. and ctosed
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ADDITIONAL

In the four bundred and cightieth gear.]
it is upon this statement that all the
earlier portion of what is called the “re-
ceived chronology ” depends. The vyear
of the foundation of the temple can be ap-
proximately fixed by adding the remaining

ears of Solomon’s reign, the years of the
iings of Judah, and the seventy years of the
captivity, to the received date for the acces-
sion of Cyrus to the throne of Babylon. The
chronology thus obtained is checked and (in a
general way) confirmed by the ancient docu-
ment called the ¢ Canon of Ptolemy,’ by the re-
cently-discovered ¢ Assyrian Canon,” and again
by the chronology of Egypt. Amid minor-

The Doubtful Nature of

I Kings VI:I

Cuar. VL' 1. In the four hundred and
eightieth year. (See note A at the end of the
chapter.)

NOTE on v, 1.

differences there is a general agreement, which
justifies us in placing the accession of Solomon
about B.C. 1000. But great difficulties meet
us in determining the sacred chronology ante-
rior to this. Apart from the present state-
ment, the chronological data of the Oid
Testament are insufficient to fix the interval
between Solomon’s accession and the Exodus,

_since several of the periods which make it up

are unestimated. ‘The duration of Joshua’s

judgeship, the interval between his death

and the servitude of Chushan-Rishathaim, and

the duration of the judgeships of Shamgar

and Samuel, are not mentioncd in Scripture.

Again, the frequent occurrence of round
2 Lz

I. KINGS. VIL

numbers gtwenty, forty, and eighty) in this
portion of the chronology seems to indicate
an inexact reckoning, which” would preclude
us from fixing the dates with any accuracy.
Under these circumstances chronolegists have
found in the present verse their sole means
of extrication from the difficulties which beset
this portion of the inquiry ; and the ¢ received
chronology,” in its earlier portion, is (as has
been already observed) based entirely upon
it. But the text itself is not free from suspi-
cion. 1. It is the sole passage in the Old
Testament which contains the idea of dating
events from an era—an idea which did not
occur to the Greeks till the time of Thucy-
dides. 2. It is quoted by Origen «without the
awords, “in the four hundred and eightieth
year after the children of Israel were come
out of the land of Egyvpt” (‘ Comment. in S.
Johann!’ii. 20). 3. It seems to have been known
only in this shape to Josephus, to Theophilus
of Antioch, and to Clement of Alexandria,
who would all naturally have referred to the
date, had it formed a portion of the pas-
sage in their day. 4. It is, to say the least,
hard to reconcile with other chronological
statements in the Old and Mew Testament.

[v. 1—z.

Though the Books of Joshua, Judges, and
Samuel furnish us with no exact chromnology,
they still supply important chronological data
-—data which seem to indicate for the interval
between the Exodus and Solomon, a period con-
siderably exceeding 480 years. For the years
actually set down amount to at least 580, or,
according to another computation, to 6oco0;
and though a certain deduction might be
made from this sum on account of the round
numbers, this deduction would scarcely do
more than balance.the addition required on
account of the four unestimated periods.
Again, in the New Testament, St. Paul
(according to the received text) reckons
the period from the division of Canaan
among the tribes in the sixth year of Joshua
(Josh. xiv.), to Samuel the prophet, at 450
years, which would make the interval be-
tween the Exodus and the commencement
of the temple to be 579 years. On the whole,
therefore, it seems probable that the words
“in the four hundred and eightieth year, &e.,”
are an interpolation into the sacred text,
which did not prevail generally before the third
century of bur era. (Compare * Introduction
to Judges,’ p. 120.)
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